Namibia’s North – The beautiful call of the Black Korhaan

You will be surprised by the rich
diversity of Namibia’s fauna and flora,
the
extraordinary
geological
phenomena’s, the historic monuments
and ancient art of the local people.

Day 1: Airport - Windhoek
Your trip will start with the drive to Windhoek. Time permitting, you will go on a city tour and
explore the most popular landmarks. The rest of the day is at leisure.
Windhoek is the capital and largest city of the Republic of Namibia. It is located in central Namibia
in the Khomas Highland plateau area, at around 1 700 metres above sea level. The population of
Windhoek in 2011 was 322 500 and grows continually due to an influx from all over Namibia. The
town developed at the site of a permanent spring known to the indigenous pastoral communities.
It developed rapidly after Jonker Afrikaner, Captain of the Orlam, settled here in 1840 and built a
stone church for his community. However, in the decades thereafter multiple wars and hostilities
led to the neglect and destruction of the new settlement such that Windhoek was founded a
second time in 1890 by Imperial German army Major Curt von François. Windhoek is the social,
economic, and cultural centre of the country. Nearly every Namibian national enterprise,
governmental body, educational and cultural institution is headquartered here.
Notable landmarks are: Parliament Gardens, Christ Church (lutheran church opened in 1910, built
in the gothic revival style with Art Nouveau elements.), Tintenpalast (Ink Palace -within Parliament
Gardens, the seat of both chambers of the Parliament of Namibia. Built between 1912 and 1913
and situated just north of Robert Mugabe Avenue), Alte Feste (built in 1890 and houses the
National Museum), Reiterdenkmal (Equestrian Monument - a statue celebrating the victory of the
German Empire over the Herero and Nama in the Herero and Namaqua War of 1904–1907),
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Supreme Court of Namibia Built between 1994 and 1996 it is Windhoek's only building erected
post-independence in an African style of architecture.
Overnight at the Olive Grove Guesthouse
Accommodation:
Olive Grove Guesthouse
Room type:
Luxury
Meals included:
Breakfast
Description:
Olive Grove is a small upmarket accommodation
establishment situated close to Windhoek city centre in a quiet, peaceful area. Big Sky's first
property in Windhoek and bordering The Olive Exclusive, the guesthouse takes homely
atmosphere to a different level. Recently completely refurbished, each room has been decorated
and painted with new colour schemes allowing a different feel, but with the same elegant and
simplistic emphasis on décor. The newly renovated, open-plan kitchen allows guests to see how
meals are prepared, while they enjoy a drink in the lounge. The menu was also reinvented and is
now fully a la carte, quite unique for a guesthouse. Home-style food is rounded off with great
presentation, pushing up the level of the guesthouse dining experience. The upper deck has been
revamped into a private dining corner, with two Moroccan-style sections, for guests to get comfy
on the large pillows and enjoy the ambience and view from the top. The on-site Wellness Room
offers a selection of professional services, to assist guests on their journey towards inner and
outer well-being. Whilst each of the ten rooms and one suite cater for every need of the most
discerning traveller, the emphasis remains one of simplicity and elegance.
Other:
Swimming pool, restaurant, WiFi, laundry service, aircondition, safe, TV, VISA and MASTER

Day 2: Windhoek – Frans Indongo Lodge
The first leg of your journey will lead you north of Otjiwarongo.
Otjiwarongo (Otjiherero: pleasant place or place where fat cattle graze) is a city of 70,000
inhabitants in the Otjozondjupa Region of Namibia. It is the biggest business centre for
Otjozondjupa Region. Otjiwarongo is located on the B1 road and its links between Windhoek, the
Golden Triangle of Otavi, Tsumeb and Grootfontein, and Etosha National Park. It is one of
Namibia’s fast growing towns, with a neat and peaceful quality environment, and many excellent
facilities including supermarkets, banks, lodges and hotels. Otjiwarongo is one of Namibia's towns
with a large population of German-speaking people. German influence is also evident on its
Germanic buildings. The school "Donatus School Otjiwarongo" (D.S.O.) was once known as
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"Deutsche Schule Otjiwarongo". Otjiwarongo is home to the Cheetah Conservation Fund, an
internationally-recognized organization dedicated to ensuring the long-term survival of the
cheetah through research, conservation and education.
During the afternoon, you will have the opportunity to go on a well- worthwhile farm drive.
Overnight at the Frans Indongo Lodge
Accommodation:
Frans Indongo Lodge
Room Type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Frans Indongo Lodge is your ideal stop when travelling
between Windhoek and Etosha National Park. The lapa, a thatched terrace with a fire-place, is
just the right setting for a leisurely ending to an eventful day. Relax and watch a succession of
Sable Antelope, Black Springbok and Nyala quench their thirst at the nearby water hole. Frans
Indongo Lodge exudes the sense for life of northern Namibia’s people in a most charming way.
The complex is modelled on traditional Ovambo homesteads. Inside the complex a palisade
separates the restaurant and swimming pool area from the guest chalets and thereby provides
more privacy. A variety of beautiful building materials like natural stone, wood and reed were
used for the houses. Items of daily use in Ovambo – earthen pots, voluminous storage baskets or
original wooden figures – serve as decoration to emphasize the African theme, and lend a very
special charm to the lodge. The lodge provides over 2 double rooms, 2 family units and 8
generously proportioned chalets. The lush green garden is shaded by tall trees and sports an
artificial brook. You can have a refreshing dip into the swimming pool, and when the sun starts to
set just before dinner you can retreat to the large wooden veranda at the bar or the little
observation tower. The gourmet kitchen whips up a variety of venison dishes served with farmfresh vegetables and salads seasoned with aromatic ingredients from our herb garden.
Optional activities:
Game drives, excursion to the Cheetah Conservation Fund,
Farm drive, walking trails
Others:
Swimming pool, air-condition, fridge, telephone, hair
dryer, mosquito net, WiFi at reception area, laundry
service, VISA and Master Card

Day 3: Frans Indongo Lodge – Etosha National Park
You will depart for the Etosha National Park after breakfast and drive via Otavi and Tsumeb, a
mining town, to the eastern part of the Etosha National Park.
Tsumeb is the largest town in Oshikoto region in northern Namibia. Tsumeb is the "gateway to
the north" of Namibia. It is the closest town to the Etosha National Park. Tsumeb used to be the
regional capital of Oshikoto until 2008 when Omuthiya was proclaimed a town and the new
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capital. The town is the site of a deep mine (the lower workings now closed), that in its heyday
was known simply as "The Tsumeb Mine" but has since been renamed the Ongopolo mine. The
name Tsumeb is generally pronounced "SOO-meb". The name is not a derivative of German,
Afrikaans, or English. It has been suggested that it comes from Nama and means either "Place of
the moss" or "Place of the frog". Perhaps this old name had something to do with the huge natural
hill of green, oxidized copper ore that existed there before it was mined out. The town was
founded in 1905 by the German colonial power and celebrated its 100th year of existence in 2005.
On your first game drive, you will get to know some of the abundant wildlife Namibia has to offer.
Overnight at the Mushara Lodge
Accommodation:
Mushara Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Located just 8 km from the Von Lindequist Gate on the
eastern boundary of Etosha National Park, Mushara Lodge is an ideal overnight stop for visitors
to the game reserve. The lodge consists of ten spacious chalets, one family unit, a triple room and
two single rooms. The name Mushara is derived from the Purple Pod Terminalia tree which grows
abundantly on the lodge grounds and in the surroundings. The thatched public area includes a
small library with a selection of good books, a bar with an extensive wine cellar, an airy lounge
complete with welcoming fireplace for winter evenings, a dining area and a well-stocked curio
shop. Great attention has been paid to the décor, which is an eclectic blend of traditional African
and modern works of art mixed with original older paintings. Ten well-spaced thatched chalets
are arranged in horseshoe shape around the swimming pool. All the chalets and individual rooms
are extremely spacious and equipped with air-conditioning, mosquito net, mini-bar, safe, tea and
coffee station, sockets for charging storage batteries and direct telephone connection. The
bathrooms are en-suite with separate toilette. The chalets and single rooms have a shower,
whereas the triple room and the family house have a shower and bath. One of Mushara’s
prominent features is its large bright blue swimming pool, surrounded by green lawns which are
kept.
Optional activities:
AM and PM game drives into the Etosha National Park
Others:
swimming pool, safe, laundry service, WiFi at reception,
air-condition, mosquito net, tea and coffee station, VISA
and Master Card

Day 4: Etosha National Park
You may want to spend the day with game-viewing in the Etosha National Park.
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In the vast arid space of Northern Namibia lies one of Southern Africa’s best loved wildlife
sanctuaries. Etosha National Park offers excellent game viewing in one of Africa’s most accessible
venues. Zebra and springbok are scattered across the endless horizon, while the many waterholes
attract endangered black rhinoceros, lion, elephant and large numbers of antelope. Etosha,
meaning ‘place of dry water’, is encloses a huge, flat calcrete depression (or pan) of about 5
000km². The ‘Pan’ provides a great, parched, silver-white backdrop of shimmering mirages to an
area of semi-arid savannah grassland and thorn scrub. The pan itself contains water only after
very good rains and sometimes for only a few days each year, but is enough to stimulate the
growth of a blue-green algae which lures thousands of flamingos.
Overnight at the Mushara Lodge

Day 5: Etosha National Park
Enjoy some more game-viewing whilst driving toward the western part of the park.
Accommodation is outside the park on the southern boundary.
Etosha was first established in 1907, when Namibia was a German colony known as South West
Africa. At the time, the park’s original 100,000 km² made it the largest game reserve in the world.
Due to political changes since its original establishment, the park is now slightly less than a quarter
of its original area, but still remains a very large and significant area in which wildlife is protected.
The salt pans are the most noticeable geological features in the Etosha national park. The main
depression covers an area of about 5 000 square kilometres and is roughly 130 km long and as
wide as 50 km places. The hypersaline conditions of the pan limit the species that can permanently
inhabit the pan itself; occurrences of extremophile micro-organisms are present, which species
can tolerate the hypersaline conditions. The salt pan is usually dry, but fills with water briefly in
the summer, when it attracts pelicans and flamingos in particular. In the dry season, winds
blowing across the salt pan pick up saline dust and carry it across the country and out over the
southern Atlantic. This salt enrichment provides minerals to the soil downwind of the pan on
which some wildlife depends, though the salinity also creates challenges to farming.
Overnight on the Vreugde Guestfarm
Accommodation:
Vreugde Guestfarm
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
The meaning of the word "Vreugde" is joy or happiness and
that is exactly what the guest farm strive to offer to their guests. The Vreugde Guest Farm is a
small, friendly family business, offering accommodation that is comfortable, rustic and elegant.
Situated in the heart of Namibia, just 30 minutes’ drive from the Etosha National Park's Anderson
Gate, "Vreugde" is a perfect stop-over where you can sit back and relax, and recapture the beauty
that you have experienced on your travels through our vast and beautiful country. The guest farm
offers comfortable and rustic accommodation in 1 double room, 5 twin rooms and 1 family room,
all en-suite with a shower. Breakfast and dinner are served in the main farm house, but drinks
can also be served either in our garden, under our grass-roofed "Lapa', around the fire, or even at
our swimming pool. They are well known for their delicious Namibian farm cuisine.
Optional activities:
Farm drive, game drives into the Etosha National Park,
guided walks
Others:
Swimming pool, air-condition, safe, Wifi, laundry service,
VISA and Master Card
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Day 6: Etosha National Park
You might have some luck on another game drive, to see a heard of elephant splashing around in
a waterhole.
Elephants are the largest living land animals on Earth today. The elephant's gestation period is 22
months, the longest of any land animal. At birth, an elephant calf typically weighs 105 kilograms.
They typically live for 50 to 70 years, but the oldest recorded elephant lived for 82 years. The male
elephant weighs about 10,900 kg with a shoulder height of 3.96 meters. Elephants suck water up
14 litres of water into the trunk and then blow it into their mouths. The complete trunk can have
up to 150,000 separate muscle fascicles, giving it strength and flexibility. Elephants are herbivores
and spend up to 16 hours a day eating plants. Their diets are highly variable, both seasonally and
across habitats and regions. Elephants are primarily browsers, feeding on the leaves, bark and
fruits of trees and shrubs, but they may also eat considerable amounts of grasses and herbs. As is
true for other nonruminant ungulates, elephants only digest approximately 40% of what they eat.
They make up for their digestive systems' lack of efficiency in volume. An adult elephant consumes
140–270 kg of food a day. The average sleep time of an elephant is said to be only two plus hours
per day. This is thought to be because they are so big they have to eat most of the time.
Overnight on the Vreugde Guestfarm
Day 7: Etosha National Park – Twyfelfontein
Today you will leave the Etosha National Park after breakfast and continue your tour via Outjo
and Khorixas to Twyfelfontein. En-route you might want to stop at the Petrified Forest for a visit.
The Petrified forest located some 40 kilometres west of the Namibian town of Khorixas, on the
C39 road, is a deposit of large tree trunks that have "turned to stone" through a process of
diagenesis. There at least two large tree trunks exposed to view and more may be out of sight.
The site was declared a National Monument on 1 March 1950. It is believed that the trees were
swept downstream by a large flood and covered by alluvial sands. Deprived of air, the organic
matter could not rot and decay, but instead, over millions of years, underwent silicification,
whereby each cell is individually fossilised and the appearance, if not the colour, of wood is
retained. The surrounding sands became sandstone, which is now eroding away. In addition, there
are a large number of welwitschia plants at the site. Public access is by guided tour only. There
are toilet and refreshment facilities.
In the afternoon, you can go on a sightseeing tour to explore the rock engravings at Twyfelfontein.
Overnight at Camp Kipwe
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Accommodation:
Camp Kipwe
Room type:
Bungalow
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Organic and understated, the rooms at Camp Kipwe are
like extensions of the rocks themselves. Inside the dome shaped space, you feel like entering a
secluded cave and becoming one with the landscape. Natural touches – rocks embedded in the
floor, animals carved into the wood, mimicking the area’s famous engravings – add to the unique
sense of place found at Camp Kipwe. Nestled against the boulders, the partially open, outdoor
bathrooms provide a bit of whimsy in the bush, while a small deck extends the living space,
connecting guests to the riverbed and the views beyond. There are nine rooms at Camp Kipwe
and one sprawling, thatched roof suite full of unexpected luxuries, surprising pops of color and
spectacular views.
Optional activities:
Morning nature drive, guided drive to Twyfelfontein, Burnt
Mountain and the Organ Pipes
Others:
Swimming pool, air-conditions, safe, coffee station, VISA
and MASTER

Day 8: Twyfelfontein – Swakopmund
After breakfast, you continue your journey through the rough Damaraland and drive towards the
coastal town of Swakopmund via Uis and the fishers’ town Henties Bay.
Damaraland is one of the most scenic areas in Namibia, a huge, untamed, ruggedly beautiful
region that offers the more traveller a more adventurous challenge. Here there are prehistoric
water courses with open plains and grassland, massive granite koppies and deep gorges. Towards
the west, the geography changes dramatically with endless sandy wastes, that incredibly are able
to sustain small, but wide-ranging, populations of desert-adapted elephant, black rhino, giraffe,
ostrich and springbok. These animals have adapted their lifestyles to survive the harshness of the
sun-blistered, almost waterless desert spaces. Elephant move through euphorbia bush country,
and can travel up to 70km in a day in search of food and water and unusually, do not destroy trees
in their quest for food. Follow black rhino cow and her calf in typical Damaraland 'melkbos' terrain.
Together, Damaraland and Kaokoland are known as the Kaokoveld.
You will pass by the Brandberg en-route, which is the highest mountain in Namibia.
Overnight in The Delight Swakopmund
Accommodation:
Room type:
Meals included:

The Delight Swakopmund
Standard
Breakfast
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Description:
Amongst the town’s captivating contrasts and old
traditions, Gondwana’s Delight is a fresh breeze in the desert. Conveniently located within short
walking distance of the ‘Mole’, our modern, uplifting and inviting hotel is the ideal base for your
stay. Every effort is made to surprise and delight guests with thoughtful touches and locally
inspired reasons to smile. From the easy comfort of our hotel, the warm and welcoming service
Gondwana is known for, to the assistance provided by our knowledgeable Delight Host for
anything from activity bookings to dinner reservations – your stay is always an effortless and
memorable experience.
Others:
WiFi, laundry service, air-condition, safe, fridge, hair dryer,
coffee station, VISA und MASTER

Day 9: Swakopmund
In the morning, you might want to go on a boat cruise on the Walvis Bay lagoon just 35 km south
of Swakopmund to explore the marine life and having fresh oysters with sparkling wine. The
afternoon is spent at leisure.
Swakopmund (German for "Mouth of the Swakop River") is the ideal holiday destination of
Namibia which lies on the west coast only 350km from Windhoek. Swakopmund was founded in
1892 as the main harbor for German South-West Africa, and a sizable part of its population is still
German-speaking today. Boats were offloaded at Swakopmund’s landmark, the jetty. However,
the natural potential of Swakopmund as a holiday resort was recognized, and this potential has
subsequently been developed. Today tourism-related services form an important part of the
town's economy. This little town is rich in beautiful German colonial architecture/buildings, e.g.
the beautiful old train station which was converted into a hotel, the prison, the Woerman House
which used to be the head office of the Woermann Line (colonial shipping line) and now houses
the public library and shops, the Light House, the Jetty which now houses a restaurant, just to
mention a few. Swakopmund has an excellent museum on the history of Namibia / Southwest
Africa.
Swakopmund has a lot to offer which include attractions like: the National Marine Aquarium, the
Crystal Gallery, the Martin Luther Steam locomotive and “things to do” like fishing, skydiving and
quad biking, dune riding, ballooning, camel riding and excellent shopping possibilities.
Overnight in The Delight Swakopmund

Day 10: Swakopmund – Erongo
Today you will drive to the Erongo Mountains. You will travel via the little towns Usakos and
Karibib toward Omaruru.
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Omaruru, a picturesque town, is situated in the centre of Namibia. This town is rich in history. It
is also home to many artist and offers a yearly artist festival in September. The Omaruru river
runs through the town, bordered by huge, ancient trees which add to the picture and character
of the town. The name Omaruru is derived from the native word “Omaere” which is a traditional
milk product. In 1871, Anders Ohlsson and Axel Eriksson established a brewery at Omaruru.
Eriksson had also established a trading post, which flourished. Eriksson's business was based upon
long-distance trading between southern Angola and Cape Colony. The town grew around a
mission built in 1872 by Gottlieb Viehe, now a museum, and was attacked in 1904 during the
Herero and Namaqua war. Captain Franke's Tower was later erected to commemorate the relief
by Hauptmann Franke's troops of the local garrison that was beleaguered by Hereo tribesmen
who had risen against the German colonial presence.
Omaruru also boasts home to 3,5-hectare vineyard and Kristal Kellerei, one of only a few
vineyards and wineries in Namibia.
Overnight at the Erongo Wilderness Lodge
Accommodation:
Erongo Wilderness Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
There is a special wilderness area in Namibia, encircled by
the Erongo Mountains where the desert, mountain, and bushveld ecosystems combine. Here, in
a secluded valley, you will find the lodge in a dramatic setting of granite boulders and breathtaking views. The lodge has 10 tented chalets, built on stilts, set against towering granite
formations. Each chalet has its own niche amongst the rocks, ensuring peace, privacy and
exclusivity. The luxury Meru tents are pitched under steep thatched roofs for shade, and have
netting across all windows and doors, allowing only the breeze to enter. The en-suite bathrooms
are cunningly built around the existing rocks and trees in a very natural way. With its own private
deck, bush-style mini-bar, and spectacular setting, each chalet is the perfect way to experience
the lush Erongo environment.
Set atop a separate granite hill, the restaurant and lounge also offer spectacular views of the
mountain landscape. Guests are able to observe the wildlife from the outside deck at the floodlit
waterhole below. With a large, central fireplace, comfortable lounge and our 'mokoro' bar, this
area is as much for unwinding as it is for fine wining and dining. Languid days are spent at the
adjacent swimming pool and 'relaxation' deck.
Optional activities:
walking trails, sundowner walk, nature drives, birding
Others:
Swimming pool, WiFi in reception area, laundry service,
safe, coffee station, VISA and MASTER
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Day 11: Erongo
Explore the beauty of the Erongo by undertaking walks in the surrounding or relax at the lodge to
end the tour quietly.
The stunning Erongo Mountains are located in Damaraland, west of the town of Omaruru, and
represent a 130-million-year-old volcanic complex of about 30km in diameter. The variety of rock
and landscape formations in the Erongo mountains are every nature lovers, photographers and
artists dream, with its spectacular, magical and dramatic light changes and contrasting light,
transforming the mountain backdrop, granite flats and gigantic boulders into magical colours,
especially early evenings and during sunset, the mountain range into magical colours. The
mountain range also offers plentiful game, wildlife and birds. Precious stones are mined in the
Erongo, especially aquamarine. The famous Phillips Cave is also situated here, known for its rock
and cave paintings, which are protected heritage sights. The highest elevation surveyed is
“Hohenstein” in the southwest of the mountain with 2 319m height, the Erongo Mountains in 2
216m height, and the highest human settlement in Namibia is situated here at 1 792m height.
Overnight at the Erongo Wilderness Lodge
Day 12: Erongo – Airport
You will depart in time and drive via Okahandja to the Windhoek Airport for your flight home.
*** Hope to see you again soon ***
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