Namibia’s Caprivi Strip – The African Fish Eagle

Explore the unique wilderness area
of the Caprivi Region in 15 days! Experience this area which is in stark contrast to the rest of
Namibia with its great abundance of wildlife and lush vegetation.

Day 1: Airport - Windhoek
Arrive in Windhoek. Spend the day at leisure. Windhoek is the capital and largest city of the
Republic of Namibia. It is located in central Namibia in the Khomas Highland plateau area, at
around 1 700 metres above sea level. The population of Windhoek in 2011 was 322 500 and grows
continually due to an influx from all over Namibia. The town developed at the site of a permanent
spring known to the indigenous pastoral communities. It developed rapidly after Jonker Afrikaner,
Captain of the Orlam, settled here in 1840 and built a stone church for his community. However,
in the decades thereafter multiple wars and hostilities led to the neglect and destruction of the
new settlement such that Windhoek was founded a second time in 1890 by Imperial German army
Major Curt von François. Windhoek is the social, economic, and cultural centre of the country.
Nearly every Namibian national enterprise, governmental body, educational and cultural
institution is headquartered here.
Notable landmarks are: Parliament Gardens, Christ Church (lutheran church opened in 1910, built
in the gothic revival style with Art Nouveau elements.), Tintenpalast (Ink Palace -within Parliament
Gardens, the seat of both chambers of the Parliament of Namibia. Built between 1912 and 1913
and situated just north of Robert Mugabe Avenue), Alte Feste (built in 1890 and houses the
National Museum), Reiterdenkmal (Equestrian Monument - a statue celebrating the victory of the
German Empire over the Herero and Nama in the Herero and Namaqua War of 1904–1907),
Supreme Court of Namibia Built between 1994 and 1996 it is Windhoek's only building erected
post-independence in an African style of architecture.
Overnight at Villa Violet Bed & Breakfast
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Accommodation:
Villa Violet Bed & Breakfast
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast
Description:
Situated in the leafy suburb of Klein Windhoek, Villa Violet
Bed & Breakfast offers a sparkling new, fresh and modern accommodation option when visiting
the city centre. The en-suite rooms front onto a grassy central area. The rooms open out onto a
patio with tables and chairs, and a small turquoise-blue pool glistens invitingly at the bottom of
the garden. The B&B is in close proximity to restaurants and shops, and a short drive away from
the city centre, making is not only an appealing place stay but a convenient stop when entering
or leaving the country. Your hosts, Heidi, Ben and the team will welcome you in Afrikaans, English,
French and German.
Others:
Swimming pool, WiFi, laundry service, air- condition, safe,
VISA und MASTER

Day 2: Windhoek – Mushara Lodge
You will depart for the Etosha National Park after breakfast and drive via Okahandja, Otjiwarongo,
Otavi and Tsumeb, a mining town, to the eastern part of the Etosha National Park.
Tsumeb is the largest town in Oshikoto region in northern Namibia. Tsumeb is the "gateway to
the north" of Namibia. It is the closest town to the Etosha National Park. Tsumeb used to be the
regional capital of Oshikoto until 2008 when Omuthiya was proclaimed a town and the new
capital. The town is the site of a deep mine (the lower workings now closed), that in its heyday
was known simply as "The Tsumeb Mine" but has since been renamed the Ongopolo mine. The
name Tsumeb is generally pronounced "SOO-meb". The name is not a derivative of German,
Afrikaans, or English. It has been suggested that it comes from Nama and means either "Place of
the moss" or "Place of the frog". Perhaps this old name had something to do with the huge natural
hill of green, oxidized copper ore that existed there before it was mined out. The town was
founded in 1905 by the German colonial power and celebrated its 100th year of existence in 2005.
On your first game drive, you will get to know some of the abundant wildlife Namibia has to offer.
Overnight at the Mushara Lodge
Accommodation:
Mushara Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Located just 8 km from the Von Lindequist Gate on the
eastern boundary of Etosha National Park, Mushara Lodge is an ideal overnight stop for visitors
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to the game reserve. The lodge consists of ten spacious chalets, one family unit, a triple room and
two single rooms. The name Mushara is derived from the Purple Pod Terminalia tree which grows
abundantly on the lodge grounds and in the surroundings. The thatched public area includes a
small library with a selection of good books, a bar with an extensive wine cellar, an airy lounge
complete with welcoming fireplace for winter evenings, a dining area and a well-stocked curio
shop. Great attention has been paid to the décor, which is an eclectic blend of traditional African
and modern works of art mixed with original older paintings. Ten well-spaced thatched chalets
are arranged in horseshoe shape around the swimming pool. All the chalets and individual rooms
are extremely spacious and equipped with air-conditioning, mosquito net, mini-bar, safe, tea and
coffee station, sockets for charging storage batteries and direct telephone connection. The
bathrooms are en-suite with separate toilette. The chalets and single rooms have a shower,
whereas the triple room and the family house have a shower and bath. One of Mushara’s
prominent features is its large bright blue swimming pool, surrounded by green lawns which are
kept.
Optional activities:
AM and PM game drives into the Etosha National Park
Others:
swimming pool, safe, laundry service, WiFi at reception,
air-condition, mosquito net, tea and coffee station, VISA
and Master Card

Day 3 und 4: Etosha National Park
You may want to spend the day with game-viewing in the Etosha National Park.
In the vast arid space of Northern Namibia lies one of Southern Africa’s best loved wildlife
sanctuaries. Etosha National Park offers excellent game viewing in one of Africa’s most accessible
venues. Zebra and springbok are scattered across the endless horizon, while the many waterholes
attract endangered black rhinoceros, lion, elephant and large numbers of antelope. Etosha,
meaning ‘place of dry water’, is encloses a huge, flat calcrete depression (or pan) of about 5
000km². The ‘Pan’ provides a great, parched, silver-white backdrop of shimmering mirages to an
area of semi-arid savannah grassland and thorn scrub. The pan itself contains water only after
very good rains and sometimes for only a few days each year, but is enough to stimulate the
growth of a blue-green algae which lures thousands of flamingos.
Overnight at the Mushara Lodge

Day 5: Etosha National Park – Rundu
Today you will drive through “Africa” – your journey leads you to the northern border of Namibia
via the Ovamboland. Here you will drive past many small villages along the road and free roaming
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cattle will cross the streets. The lodge is situated on the banks of the Kavango river – so you might
want to go on a boat cruise in the afternoon.
Ovamboland was the name given by English-speaking visitors to the land inhabited by the Ovambo
people in what is now northern Namibia and southern Angola. Before the First World War, some
infrastructure in the area was provided by local Finnish missionaries of the Finnish Missionary
Society, who established Ovamboland as their first mission field in 1870, the first mission being at
Omandongo. Finnish scholars have studied Ovamboland quite extensively, mainly from the point
of view of their own missionary work. During the First World War South African troops conquered
the German colony of South West Africa in 1915, and took control of Ovamboland in 1917, though
it still lay outside the "police zone". Following the Odendaal Commission in the 1950s the South
African government decided to apply the apartheid policy in South West Africa, which South Africa
continued to rule in terms of a League of Nations mandate, and continued to do so after the
mandate was revoked in 1968. Ovamboland then became a bantustan called Owambo, intended
by the apartheid government to be a self-governing "homeland" for the Ovambo people. It was
set up in 1968 and self-government was granted in 1973. Owambo was the setting of a protracted
counter-insurgency war that formed part of the Namibian War of Independence in Namibia, or
South African Border War in South Africa. Owambo, like other homelands in South West Africa,
was abolished in May 1989 at the start of the transition to independence. The region is now
commonly referred to as The North but the term Ovamboland is still in use. More than half of the
entire population lives here on just 6% of the Namibian territory.
Overnight at the Hakusembe River Lodge
Accommodation:
Hakusembe River Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
A lucky find along the Okavango River. Nestled in the
vegetation close to the riverbank, the Hakusembe River Campsite offers four private oases from
which to enjoy the abundant riches of the river. Each of the sites has its own bathroom facilities
and can host eight people. Explore this lush water world with family and friends. It's a short stroll
to the lodge to sit on the wide wooden deck, sip on a drink and take a sunset cruise on the
Hakusembe River Queen. Unwind to the rhythm of the river and cherish the unspoiled Kavango
character from around the crackling camp fire.
Optional activities:
Sundowner boat cruise
Others:
Restaurant, swimming pool, laundry service, air-condition,
mosquito net, coffee station, safe, VISA und Master card

Day 6: Rundu – Divundu
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After enjoying your breakfast on the river bank, you will drive along the Trans-Caprivi-Highway to
the lodge near Divundu. You might want to visit the Popa Falls today or just relax at the lodge.
Near the little town of Divundu, some 200 kilometres east of Rundu, lies one of the highlights of
the western Caprivi, the Popa Falls. They are actually rapids rather than waterfalls. Here the
Okavango River breaks through a 4m high rock reef in its riverbed, which stretches over more
than a kilometre in width. The reef consists of dark quartzite. The rapids are particularly
impressive in the dry season at lower water levels. The Popa Falls are surrounded by enchantingly
beautiful nature.
Overnight at the RiverDance Lodge
Accommodation:
RiverDance Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Captivated by the river and the people whose lives
depending upon, Tino & Karin Punzul turned their dream of a lodge on the Okavango into a reality.
Working with local craftsman, Tino built the lodge from the ground up. The traditional owners of
the land and the community have shared in the process and will share in the future of the lodge’s
proceeds. Your hosts at River Dance, Tino & Karin, share their passion for the magic of the river,
their knowledge of the bush, and the spirit of generosity, an essential part of life in Namibia, with
their guests. The RiverDance Lodge offers luxurious, spacious, private water front units, nestled
under beautiful age-old trees. A short private wooden path will lead you to your own holistic
experience . . . a 'mokoro' inspired bath, bio-degradable rooibos, rosemary and spring water
toiletries, a luxurious bathrobe and a shower. The call of birds, frogs and little creatures that we
came to love, will serve as back ground music.
Optional activities:
Fishing trips, stargazing, bird watching, game drive to the
Mahango National Park
Others:
Swimming pool, restaurant, WiFi, laundry service, safe, aircondition, coffee station, mosquito net, VISA und Master
card

Day 7: Divundu
Explore the Mahango National Park which is characterised by its forests, a broad flood plain,
magnificent baobab trees and the great variety of animals.
The Mahango Game Park (also known as the Mahango Game Reserve) is a protected area in
Namibia within Bwabwata National Park. It is situated at the country's eastern border with
Botswana in the flood plains of the Okavango River basin, close to the Popa Falls on the river. The
Caprivi Strip encloses the western part of the park. It was established in 1986 and covers an area
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of 24,462 hectares (60,450 acres). With over 300 species of birds, it has been designated an
Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. About two thirds of the bird species found in
Namibia are located here as it includes both wetland and tropical terrestrial species of birds. The
park forms part of the large flood plains of the Okavango River basin in north-eastern Namibia
between Andara Mission bordering Botswana. Topography of the park is in the elevation range of
500 - 1,000m. The Okavango Swamps starts from this park area and is known as the panhandle
region. The Okavango River flows into Botswana forming the Okavango Delta in that country. The
Mahango Park is subject to two climatic conditions - the dry season lasting from April to November
and the rainy season from mid-November to April. The annual rainfall incidence varies between
550 and 600 mm and 80% of it occurs during the rainy season. The monthly average maximum
temperature is reported as 30°C.
The vegetation consists of 38% shrubland and 62 % grass land. Riparian forests are an important
form of dense vegetation against the dry woodlands in the higher reaches of the river valley and
reed beds, swamps, and open flooded grasslands of the flood plains. In view of this varying
vegetational pattern, the park is rich in flora; with a reported 869 species from 88 families. The
important riparian woodland species are Garcinia, Sclerocarya, Diospyros, Acacia and Grewia. The
species reported from the desert areas are Pterocarpus, Ricinodendron, Ziziphus, Baikiaea and
shrubs of Baphia. The flood plains have Phoenix and baobab Adansonia; the baobab trees in the
park are very large. One of the more commonly found trees in the park is the Baobab.
It has very rich diversity of mammal species; 99 species are reported, including elephants, lions,
leopards, cheetahs, and hippopotami. Some of the key species which are under the threatened
list are Lycaon pictus (EN), Loxodonta africana (EN), Kobus leche, and Lutra maculicollis (VU) found
mostly in aquatic environment; Loxodonta africana and Kobus leche also migrate to neighboring
countries. There are 71 aqua faunal species and five species of amphibians such as Phrynomantis
affinis.
Overnight at the RiverDance Lodge

Day 8: Divundu - Kasane
You should depart rather early today whilst driving via Kongola to Katima Mulilo, passing through
the Caprivi Game Park which is a generally flat landscape except for some dunes covered with
vegetation. Then you continue via the Ngoma Bridge boarder post to Botswana and drive to
Kasane. Already in the afternoon you can join one of the activities the lodge has to offer.
Overnight at the Chobe Bakwena Lodge
Accommodation:
Chobe Bakwena Lodge
Room type:
River View Chalet
Meals included:
Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner
Description:
Bakwena translated from Setswana, means people of the
crocodile, this refers not only to the lodges situation, but is also one of the largest tribes in
Botswana. Owners Jenny and Adam Young have worked throughout Botswana, managing bush
camps and lodges and running their own safari company. “Having spent so much our time working
in luxury lodges, we wanted our guests to enjoy similar levels of comfort at a reasonable rate and
more importantly be able to take comfort that in choosing Bakwena as their destination, they
have also made the right choice for the environment. We acquired our land in 2000 and since
then we have been growing our dream and planting the seeds of the indigenous riverine
woodland that guests will find here today. What started out as a barren soccer pitch has become
what you see today, a refuge for our guests and any wildlife that chooses to share our sanctuary.”
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All ten of our River View Chalets are nestled in an indigenous riverine forest, overlooking the
magnificent Chobe River. Wake up to the sound of a fish eagle and fall asleep to the comforting
grunt of a hippo! Relax in the privacy of your own veranda and enjoy the beauty of Africa.
Activities include:
2 per day: Game drives, fishing trips, boat cruises, guided
walks on the lodges premises, excursion to the Victoria
Falls (this is a full day excursion and this is exchangeable to
the two activities per day)
Others:
Swimming pool, restaurant, WiFi, laundry service, aircondition, mosquito net, VISA und MASTER

Day 9 und 10: Chobe Bakwena Lodge
Enjoy exploring the Chobe National Park or visit the famous Victoria Falls on a day trip.
Chobe National Park, in northern Botswana, has one of the largest concentrations of game in
Africa. By size, it is the third largest park of the country, after the Central Kalahari Game Reserve
and the Gemsbok National Park, and is the most diverse. It is also the country's first national park.
The idea of a national park to protect the varied wildlife found here as well as promote tourism
first appeared in 1931. The following year, 24,000 km² around Chobe district were officially
declared non-hunting area; this area was expanded to 31,600 km² two years later. The park is
widely known for its spectacular elephant population: It contains an estimated 50 000 elephants,
perhaps the highest elephant concentration of Africa, and part of the largest continuous surviving
elephant population.
Victoria Falls, or Mosi-oa-Tunya (Tokaleya Tonga: the Smoke that Thunders), is a waterfall in
southern Africa on the Zambezi River at the border of Zambia and Zimbabwe. David Livingstone,
the Scottish missionary and explorer, is believed to have been the first European to view Victoria
Falls on 16 November 1855 from what is now known as Livingstone Island, one of two land masses
in the middle of the river, immediately upstream from the falls on the Zambian side. Livingstone
named his discovery in honour of Queen Victoria, but the indigenous name, Mosi-oa-Tunya—"the
smoke that thunders"—continues in common usage as well. While it is neither the highest nor the
widest waterfall in the world, it is classified as the largest, based on its width of 1,708 metres
(5,604 ft) and height of 108 metres (354 ft), resulting in the world's largest sheet of falling water.
Overnight at the Chobe Bakwena Lodge

Day 11: Chobe – Namushasha
After breakfast, you will be driving back to Katima Mulilo and onwards via Kongola to the Mudumu
National Park.
Katima Mulilo (SiLozi: quenches the fire, referring to nearby rapids in the Zambezi) is situated in
the Caprivi strip and is the capital of the Zambezi Region, Namibia's far northeast extension into
central Southern Africa. It is located on the national road B8 on the banks of the Zambezi River in
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lush riverine vegetation with tropical birds and monkeys. The town receives an annual average
rainfall of 654 millimetres.
Overnight at the Namushasha River Lodge
Accommodation:
Namushasha River Lodge
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
Namushasha River Lodge celebrates the wonders of the
Zambezi water world with accommodation fit for a king. There's a magic, a feeling or a charm that
enraptures you in these northern realms. With elephants, hippos, myriad bird species, waterlilies
and African bush, a visit to Namushasha provides an enriching adventure into Nature - to the
accompaniment of the chiming of reed frogs, bird calls, hippo grunts and the soothing sound of a
boat skimming through water. Namushasha’s impressive central entrance, designed in true
African style with a wooden chandelier and carved animals, leads guests into the attractive lodge
set between the trees. The dining room, with its high thatched roof, is open on the sides to the
river world, providing a suitable - and airy - welcome to wonderland. One of the captivating Caprivi
lodges, Namushasha River Lodge offers guests a superlative choice of exciting activities: Stroll past
the green-lawned campsite to the traditional heritage centre; hop aboard the river boats for early
morning or late afternoon river cruises to explore the channels and discover the diverse bird life;
or take a trip to the Bwabwata National Park, first by boat along the waterways to later transfer
to a game vehicle for an excursion into African bush. At the end of the day, there's nothing that
can quite compare to a red Zambezi sunset. Whether teetotaller or not, you'll want to have
something cool and refreshing on hand to toast the day.
Optional activities:
Game drive into the Bwabwata National Park, boat cruises,
fishing trips, visit to the cultural village
Others:
Swimming pool, restaurant, WiFi, laundry service, aircondition, safe, mosquito net, VISA und MASTER

Day 12: Namushasha
Explore the Mudumu National Park today by taking part in the offered activities of the lodge. You
can join a guided walk or go on a guided game drive.
Mudumu is a National Park in Caprivi Region in north-eastern Namibia. The park was established
in 1990. It covers an area of 737 square kilometres (285 sq mi). Botswana borders it to the west
and is surrounded by communal area conservancies. The Kwando River forms the western border
with Botswana. Various communal area conservancies and community forests surround Mudumu
National Park. The area is an important migration route from Botswana to Angola for large game
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species such as African elephant. There is no boundary fence, and Mudumu forms a crucial transboundary link for wildlife migration between Angola, Botswana, Namibia and Zambia. It is in the
centre of Africa’s largest conservation area, the Kavango-Zambezi Trans-Frontier Conservation
Area.
Overnight at the Namushasha River Lodge
Day 13: Namushasha – Rundu
Continue your tour back to Rundu via Kongola and Divundu.
Overnight at the Hakusembe River Lodge
Day 14: Rundu - Okonjima
It’s time for you to head back to Windhoek slowly but surely – your trip leads you via Grootfontein
and Otavi to the lodge, that is just south of Otjiwarongo. On your way there, you might want to
visit the Hoba Meteorite.
The Hoba Meteorite lies on the farm "Hoba West", not far from Grootfontein, in the Otjozondjupa
Region of Namibia. It has been uncovered but, because of its large mass, has never been moved
from where it fell. The main mass is estimated at more than 60 tons, making it the largest known
meteorite (as a single piece) and larger than the 37-ton fragment of the Campo del Cielo. It is the
most massive naturally occurring piece of iron known on Earth's surface. The Hoba meteorite
impact is thought to have occurred more recently than 80,000 years ago. It is inferred that the
Earth's atmosphere slowed the object to the point that it impacted the surface at terminal
velocity, thereby remaining intact and causing little excavation. Assuming a drag coefficient of
about 1.3, the meteor would have been slowed to about 720 miles per hour (0.32 km/s) from its
speed on entering the Earth's atmosphere, typically in excess of 10 km/s for similar objects. The
meteorite is unusual in that it is flat on both major surfaces, possibly causing it to have skipped
across the top of the atmosphere like a flat stone skipping on water. The Hoba meteorite left no
preserved crater and its discovery was a chance event. The owner of the land, Jacobus Hermanus
Brits, encountered the object while ploughing one of his fields with an ox. During this task, he
heard a loud metallic scratching sound and the plough came to an abrupt halt. The obstruction
was excavated, identified as a meteorite and described by Mr. Brits, whose report was published
in 1920 and can be viewed at the Grootfontein Museum in Namibia.
Overnight at the Okonjima Plains Camp
Accommodation:
Okonjima Plains Camp
Room type:
Standard
Meals included:
Breakfast / Dinner
Description:
The Plains Camp design honours the Okonjima cattlefarming history. In the early 1920’s, Okonjima became a cattle farm and was bought by Val (VJ) &
Rose Hanssen in 1970. They were well-established Brahman breeders and continued to farm
cattle until the need for solutions to increasing livestock losses became pertinent and postindependence interest in Namibia as a tourist destination, escalated. In 1993, the herds of
Brahman and Jersey cattle were sold, changing the face of Okonjima as well as that of Carnivore
Conservation! The Barn/ Entertainment area – AKA ‘The Lapa’, meaning ‘Gathering Place’, –
includes, the dining and lounge area, the pool and the curio-shop; and hosts the 3-tier
accommodation facility. Plains Camp is family & wheel-chair friendly! The open, grass-plains were
‘recovered’ by removing and burning invasive Acacia-bush during 2012 and 2013, creating the
plains-view, ensuring a great sunset most evenings.
Optional activities:
Game drives in an open vehicle in which we are looking for
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Others:

leopards, cheetahs and other game, walking trails, visit to
the AfriCat Foundation
Swimming pool, safe, mini bar, coffee station, laundry
service, WiFi at reception area, VISA and Master Card

Day 15: Okonjima
You will have time to join the offered activities by the lodge.
The private Okonjima Nature Reserve is nestled in over 200 square kilometres amongst the
imposing Omboroko Mountains, boasts some of the most exceptional accommodation in
Namibia, but the unequivocal highlights are the cheetah and leopard safaris. There are unlimited
opportunities to see these beautiful carnivores in their natural environment within the huge
Okonjima Nature Reserve, as well as to witness the critical conservation work undertaken by the
AfriCat Foundation, which researches and rehabilitates cheetahs, wild dogs, and hyaenas.
Okonjima, home of The AfriCat Foundation, was established as a small ‘guest farm’ in 1986. For
many years, Val (VJ) & Rose Hanssen had been avid cattle farmers until the need for solutions to
increasing livestock losses and post-independence interest in Namibia as a tourist destination,
changed the face of Okonjima, as well as that of Carnivore Conservation. With the family, still at
the helm (now the next generation), Okonjima now encompasses a dedicated team and a variety
of accommodation facilities, offering you, our guest, a truly Namibian stay… Established in 1993,
The AfriCat Foundation started off as a sanctuary for Cheetah and Leopard rescued from irate,
livestock farmers. Today, AfriCat is dedicated to the protection and long-term conservation of all
large carnivores in Namibia and has since become renowned for much-needed; “Environmental
Education, Carnivore Research, Rescue, Release & Rehabilitation programmes, and Carnivore
Welfare, Human Wild-life Conflict Mitigation and Community Support projects – throughout the
whole of Namibia”.
The AfriCat Foundation is based in the private, 200km² Okonjima Nature Reserve (central
Namibia) and along Etosha’s south-western boundary (northwest Namibia). AfriCat North, strives
to mitigate Human-Wildlife Conflict on farmland especially with regards to the lion (Panthera leo),
by educating the youth, encouraging adapted livestock management and conducting essential
research & monitoring of wild lion populations.
Overnight at the Okonjima Plains Camp

Day 16: Okonjima - Windhoek – Airport
Depending on when you flight home departs at, you may still want to join another activity and
then depart for Windhoek accordingly.
African Bush Bird Tours CC, P/Bag 13100, Windhoek, Tel: +264-61-256848,
Cell: +264-81-2405818, Web: www.bushbird.com
E&Eo / Fehler sind vorbehalten

*** Hope to see you again soon ***
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